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House of Representatives




House of Representatives

HousE BUSINESS

Overview

In 2011, the House met 140 times in plenary to @asacts of Parliament, as well as to discuss uario
motions presented, including 13 private Member'sions, one of which was a private Member’s bill
proposing the amendment of the Civil Code to pethst introduction of divorce legislation. On 83
occasions, the House availed itself of the half-hajournment time at the end of the parliamentary
sitting, equally divided between Government and@3jtjpn Members.

In addition, 142 meetings of standing and seleptmitees were held throughout the year discussing a
range of issues as described in Sections 2 andtldsofeport, including 40 meetings of the Standing
Committee for the Consideration of Bills.

In 2011, the House received 85 motions including@®ons for First Reading.

Fourteen Ministerial Statements were deliveretiéd-ouse as shown in Section 1.4 of this report.
Fourteen rulings from the Chair were deliveredtirdgto the procedures in the House and its Coragastt

as well as Rulings on alleged breaches of privileDee use of the casting vote by the Chair wasimed

on one occasion. Details of these Rulings caotned in this report.

8,926 parliamentary questions requiring an ordlreere raised and answered, whereas 182 requring
written reply were submitted and answered in 2011.

2,848 documents were laid on the Table of the H&a®gof which were legal notices.

Six petitions were presented, whereas 52 divisisre taken, including divisions at the various etagf
the parliamentary legislative process.

The website of the House of Representativesy.parlament.mteceived a monthly average of 8,750 hits.

Through the scrutiny exercise of pipelexuislegislative proposals issued by the European Cosionis
the Standing Committee for Foreign and Europeamirsffexamined 191 proposals, 10 of which were
retained for requests for further information frdma Government.

In 2011, Parliament twice made use of the powestedan national parliaments through the adoption o
the Lisbon Treaty to transmit a reasoned opinioth& President of the European Parliament, of the
Council and of the European Commission, when ddfireasons to believe that a legislative propssal i
breach of the principle of subsidiarity. The fireasoned opinion concerned a proposal for a Common
Consolidated Community Tax Base (CCCTB) which wasdgmitted in May. The first initiative was
taken by the Hon Speaker after consultation wighWhips of the parliamentary groupings. The second
one referred to the proposal for a Financial Tretiga Tax (FTT), transmitted in December, followiag
scrutiny exercise in terms of the principle of sdiasity by the Standing Committee on Foreign and
European Affairs.
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On 24 January, at the start of a two-day visit inlth] HE Jerzy Buzek, President of the European
Parliament, addressed the House of Representéireling upon salient issues such as Malta’s role i
the Euro-Mediterranean region, illegal migratiohe tLisbon Treaty and the new role of national
parliaments and the issue of the sixth seat fotaMalthe European Parliament. President Buzekraét
with Members of the Standing Committee of Foreigad Buropean Affairs.

Furthermore, a joint meeting of the Standing Cone®it on Foreign and European Affairs and on Public
Accounts was held on 28 March, during which Dr lso@alea, Member of the European Court of
Auditors, presented the Annual Report on the Ewaopénion Budget for 2009, and the role and funstion
of the European Auditors.

With regard to the Parliament’s outreach prograntyagond receiving several groups of school children
Maltese and foreign students interested in the élofi&Rkepresentatives, and following the 2010 iinvia

of Speaker Michael Frendo on ‘Engaging with Ciuilciety’, seven meetings were held with various
organisations and commercial entities, namely, ldilons Club, the Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise
and Industry, Fimbank plc, APS Bank, Castell Cobler@l Society of Cardiff (Wales), Fenech & Fenech
Associates, and the Malta Confederation of Womegafsations.

Parliament’s 90th Anniversary, 1921-2011

Parliamentary Sitting 401 was convened in the Tiap&hamber on Rlovember 2011 in commemoration
of the 9 anniversary of the first sitting of the Legislatissembly and the Senate following the Amery-
Milner Constitution of 1921. Dr Alfred Bonnici, 8aker of the House from 2pril 1966 to 15August
1971, Mr Anton Tabone, Speaker of the House fro®@@8ber 1998 to 1Blay 2008, and the Bureau of
the Association of Former Members of Parliamenevedso present for this historical sitting.

This special session was addressed by:

- Dr Alfred Bonnici, former Speaker;

- Hon Lawrence Gonzi, Prime Minister;

- Hon Joseph Muscat, Leader of the Opposition; and

- Hon Michael Frendo, Speaker of the House of Reptatsees.

New initiatives taken by Parliament in 201 |

During 2011, the Maltese Parliament also undertatumber of initiatives with the aim of increasing

efficiency in parliamentary work and enhancingrtble of Members of Parliament. These included:

- the streaming of the meetings of the parliamentarymittees on the Parliament's website, which is
expected to be in operation in early 2012, foll@xamemorandum tabled by the Hon Speaker during the
37" meeting of the House Business Committee on 25 &ndyapproved during the %2neeting of the
committee on 28 September;

- the appointment of the representative of the PPaglid of Malta to the European Parliament and Eaope
Institutions, following a memorandum tabled by Hen Speaker during the B4neeting of the House
Business Committee on 26 April, and tabled dutiiegdé’ meeting of the committee on 7 December;

- the scrutiny procedure of the European Commissipipgline acquis relating to the principle of
subsidiarity adopted by the House Business Coneniftdlowing a memorandum tabled by the Hon
Speaker during the 34neeting of the House Business Committee on 26,Apd subsequently a revised
memorandum agreed upon during thB déeting on 7 December;

- guidelines regarding the appearance of witnesdeselibe Public Accounts Committee adopted by the
House Business Committee, following a memoranditadeby the Hon Speaker during thé 8deeting
of the committee on 26 April;

- the transmission of the Budget Speech and theesepli the Leader of the Opposition and the Prime
Minister for the year 2012 in sign language on @k&A2 on the initiative of the Hon Speaker;

- the launch of a year-long celebrations’ programomernemorating the $tanniversary of the first sitting
of the Legislative Assembly and the Senate follgwiine Amery-Milner Constitution of 1921, on the

Annual Reports of Government Departments ~ 201 | House of Representatives



initiative of the Hon Speaker, (during the commeatiee parliamentary sitting on 2 November), to
include various activities namely, an exhibitidre tistribution of a copy of the Constitution of IMan
every household, a TV documentary, and the inttimuof a school text book with information on the
history and the functions of the Parliament;

- a workshop on parliamentary diplomacy jointly oligad by the House of Representatives, under the
auspices of the Hon Speaker, the Mediterranean eimador Diplomatic Studies and the Diplo
Foundation on 8 March, during which participamts|uding students of the Academy were privileged to
have access to the extensive experiences of paritarrans who shared their ‘on the ground’ knowdedg
of the subject and interacted with participants guestions; and

- the ‘EPLO Malta Meetings’ which will be held annyads agreed during the Roundtable Conference of
the European Public Law Organisation (EPLO), heldalta on 8-9 July at the House of Representatives

Legislative Programme

During 2011, 27 Acts were enacted by Parliamentpfidhich were principal acts and 16 amendment
acts.

New legislation and objectives behind the Bills

Act IV of 2011 - Budget Measures Implementation Act
The object of this Bill is to implement Budget me&s for the financial year 2011 and other adnmatise measures.

Act VI of 2011 - Malta Competition and ConsumeaifdfAuthority Act

The object of this Bill is to provide for the edtabment of an Authority to promote, maintain amt@urag
competition, to safeguartié interests of consumers and enhance their weltapromote sound business pract
to adopt and cordinate standards in relation to products or sesyito regulate such activities and to provid
such matters ancillary or incidental theretawonnected therewith, to provide for the establighipjarisdiction an
procedure of an appeals tribunal and to make amemigto other laws.

Act VI of 2011 - Malta Competition and ConsumeaifdfAuthority Act

The object of this Bill is to provide fahe establishment of an Authority to promote, namtand encoura
competition, to safeguard the interests of conssimed enhance their welfare, to promote sound ésssipractice
to adopt and co-ordinate standards in relationrédycts or service to regulate such activities and to provide
such matters ancillary or incidental thereto ornemted therewith, to provide for the establishmiemisdiction an
procedure of an appeals tribunal and to make amemigdto other laws.

Act VIl of 2011 - Malta Libraries Act

The object of this Bill is to repeal and re-enaithwwmendments the law relating to Public Libraries

Act XI of 2011 - Small Business Act

The object of this Bill is to enhance the operatloanvironment for medium and small eptéses in order {
facilitate their setting up and growth. It seek&intify those areas where the existing regulagomironment can |
improved in order to provide solutions that willedit enterprises and make it easier for them &raip. It @rthe
sets up the Enterprise Consultative Council ancCtilege of Regulators, two advisory bodies, whaith to provide
a forum for consultation and social dialogue, alv@&vernment on challenges faced by the busindsgpese
address grievances which emanate from the businésprise and come up with remedial action.

Act XII of 2011 - Building Regulation Act
The object of this Bill igo provide for matters relating to the constructidribuildings and other matters conne
therewith and to make consequential and other amenid.

Act XVI of 2011 - Retirement Pensions Act

The object of this Bill is to regulate Retiremenh8&mes, Retirement Funds and Service Providetsddlzereto.
Act XX of 2011 - Council for Maltese Living Abroact

The object of this Bill is to establish a Councit Maltese Living Abroad which shall have the fumietof protectin
and promoting the rights and interests of Maltadéed outside Malta and to provide for matters cectad therewit
or incidental thereto.

Act XXl of 2011 - Restorative Justice Act

The object of this Bill ido make provision for granting parole to prisoransl to provide other restorative jus
measures at every stage of the criminal justicegg®and to provide for such mattemsiléary or incidental there
or connected therewith and to make amendmentsiéo latws.
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Act XXII of 2011 - Commissioner for Revenue Act

The object of this Bill is to make provision foethonstitution of the office of Commissioner fon@sue.

Act XXIII of 2011 - Protection of Minors (Registeat) Act

The object of this Bill is to provide for the reiion of sexual offenders and other offenders admmmit offence
of serious violence.

Act XXV of 2011 - Appropriation (2012) Act

The object of this Bill is to appropriate a sum exteeding €2,070,296,229 for the service of tienitial year 2012
Act XXVI of 2011 - Second (2011) Appropriation Act

The object of this Bill is to appropriate a sum exteeding €148,283,000 for the service of thentiizd year 2011.

Amendment Acts and objectives behind the Bills

Act | of 2011 — Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Arasand Profession) (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill is to amend various lawgtiag to the Public Registry and Notarial Archives

Act Il of 2011 — Banking (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill is to amend the Banking ACap 371.

Act Ill of 2011 - Various Laws (Compulsory Evictemd Disposal of Government Land Act) (Amendmaeatt) A
The object of this Bill is to amend various landida

Act V of 2011 - Various Laws (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill ido amend various land laws related to Traffic Cadire, Land Acquisition, Department
Health and Local Councils, among others.

Act VIII of 2011 - Broadcasting (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill i¥o amend the Broadcasting Act to extend furtherafiim in broadcasting and to permit
licensing of a general interest objective netwgukrator and general interest broadcasting cornvemisees.

Act IX of 2011 - Communications Laws (Amendmertt) Ac

The object of this Bill ido amend various laws relating to communicatiord tanmake provision with respect
matters ancillary thereto or connected therewith.

Act X of 2011 - Various Financial Services Laws éAdment) Act
The object of this Bill is to amend various final@ervices laws.
Act XIlI of 2011 - Trading Licences (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill iso amend the Trading Licences Act to extend thenoffs and penalties relative to r¢
outlets selling alcoholic beverages.

Act XIV of 2011 - Civil Code (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill is to amend the Civil Cod&gp 16, thus, introducing legislation permittirigpdce.

Act XV of 2011 - Gaming and Lotteries (Amendmetit) A

The object of this Bill is to amend the Gaming Aot the Lotteries and Other Games Act.

Act XVII of 2011 Giefi ir-Repubblika (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill is to amend th@ie# ir-RepubblikaAct to allow foreign citizens to be eligible fore
conferment of the decoratididalja ghal Qlubija and to further provide for the method of termimatof hororary
membership in th&irka or the Order or of the holding of a medal in andrary capacity under the Act.

Act XVIII of 2011 -Participation and Guarantees under the Europeanahkaial Stability Facility and th
Government Borrowing and the Granting of Loan$Hellenic Republic (Amendment) Act

The object of this Bill igo amend the Participation and Guarantees unddeul@pean Financial Stability Facil
Act (Cap 505) and to amend the Government Borrowimjthe Granting of Loans to the Hellenic Repubdit(Cap
502).

Act XIX of 2011 - Malta Membership of the Interoaéll Monetary Fund (Amendment) Act
The object of this Bill is to amend the Malta Memdbgp of the International Monetary Fund Act, C89.2

Act XXIV of 2011 - Notarial Profession and Notadathives (Amendment) Act
The object of this Bill is to amend the Notariabféssion and Notarial Archives Act, Cap 55.

Act XXVII of 2011 - Private Guards and Local Warsiédmendment) Act
The object of this Bill is to amend the Private @isaand Local Wardens Act, Cap 389.

Parliamentary Questions

8,926 parliamentary questions requiring an oralyreyere raised and answered during the year under
review, while 182 requiring a written reply wers@hnswered.
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Ministerial Statements

The following 14 ministerial statements were delagkin the House in 2011:

Sitting No 298 — 11 January - Statement by the $@nifor Resources and Rural Affairs, Hon George
Pullicino, with regard to the UN Climate Change féoence held in Cancun, Mexico, in 2010

Sitting No 301 — 17 January - Statement by the émister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European
Council of 16-17 December 2010

Sitting No 303 — 19 January - Statement by the éfifinister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, concerning the
parliamentary honoraria of Ministers, Parliamentegretaries and Members of Parliament

Sitting No 310 — 7 February - Statement by the @ivmister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European
Council of 4 February 2011

Sitting No 318 — 23 February - Statement by then®iinister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, and by the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, H®onio Borg, regarding Government's efforts todprin
to Malta the Maltese citizens presently in Libya

Sitting No 329 — 21 March - Statement by the Pfitir@ster, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the Extraordinary
European Council meeting of 11 March 2011 and enntieeting of the Heads of Government of the
Eurozone

Sitting No 332 — 28 March - Statement by the Piifir@ster, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on bird hunting
Sitting No 334 — 4 April - Statement by the Priménister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European
Council of 24-25 March 2011

Sitting No 376 — 4 July - Statement by the Primaisfer, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European Council
of 23-24 June 2011

Sitting No 386 — 25 July - Statement by the Primeister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the meeting of the
Heads of State or of Government of the Eurozond=ahthstitutions, of 21 July 2011

Sitting No 387 — 3 October - Statement by the Piifivdster, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the situation in
Libya, on the participation of Malta in the meetiafjithe 6&' Session of the United Nations General
Assembly, and on the Eastern Partnership Summit

Sitting No 396 — 24 October - Statement by the @iliiinister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European
Council of 23 October 2011

Sitting No 399 — 31 October - Statement by the @fiimister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the meeting of
the Heads of State or of Government of the Europegon and on the Euro Summit of 26 October 2011
Sitting No 432 — 10 December - Statement by thadéMinister, Hon Lawrence Gonzi, on the European
Council of 8-9 December 2011.

Petitions

During 2011, the following six petitions were deipe in Parliament:

Sitting No 342 — 4 May - Petition presented bylteader of the Opposition, Hon Joseph Muscat, signed
by over five thousand citizens to take measuresdordance with the European laws and regulatins t
protect cab horses during the summer months

Sitting No 388 — 4 October - Petition presentedHby Anthony Agius Decelis on behalf of a number of
residents offal Balzan on the public transport situation inrthagality

Sitting No 400 — 1 November - Petition presentedHmn Chris Cardona on behalf of a number of
residents of Birkirkara for the relocation of thieng-in sites in B Bontadini Street

Sitting No 400 — 1 November - Petition presentedHbg Anthony Agius Decelis on behalf of a number
of residents of Mosta on the public transport sibndn their locality

Sitting No 406 — 9 November - Petition presentedHoy Silvio Parnis on adequate access by farmers
who have fields near Vjal Santadija

Sitting No 427 — 6 December - Petition presentebiduy Silvio Parnis on behalf of a number of resislen
on public transport problems on tHal Ghaxag-Valletta-Mater Dei routes.
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Motions

The Office of the Clerk received 85 motions duriihg year under review, 29 of which were in respéct
First Readings of Bills. Out of the total numbénmtions presented, 13 motions were private mesber
motions and one was a private Member’s bill.

Other than the motions for First Reading of Bilt&la number of motions regarding the approval ef th
estimates of various government authorities andtieeta number of other motions deposited in
Parliament during 2011 included the appointmerth@fOmbudsman, a motion amending the composition
of the Standing Committee for Social Affairs, ahd amendment of the Parliamentary Standing Orders t
permit the setting-up of the Standing Committe&amily Affairs, and the judicial process in Gozo.

Motions were also raised in connection with theeason of Malta to the Cybercrime Convention; the
International UN Convention for the SuppressiorAots of Nuclear Terrorism, a motion to ratify the
Additional Protocol and the Second Additional Peotdo the European Convention on Mutual Assistance
in Criminal Matters, a motion to ratify the amendarseto the Convention on Physical Protection of
Nuclear Material, a motion amending the Basel Cotior on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements
of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, and a motacerning Government Borrowing and Granting
of Loans to the Hellenic Republic.

The 13 private Members’ motions received, whichluded one private Member's bill, were the
following:

« Motion No 200 - Provision of liquid gas to consum@resented by Hon Joe Mizzi

» Motion No 208 — Proposal to hold a ConsultativesRaidum on the introduction of divorce, presented b
the Members of the Opposition

« Motion No 209 - Adjournment of the House for 22 ety 2011 to discuss Motion 208 concerning a
Consultative Referendum on the introduction of digppresented by the Members of the Opposition

+ Motion No 213 - Appointment of a Standing CommittgeFamily Affairs, presented by Hon Carmelo
Abela, Hon Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, and HonydigsCaruana

« Motion No 214 - Acquisition of immovable property foreign residents, presented by Hon Charles
Mangion and Hon Roderick Galdes

« Motion No 216 - Discussion on the present staiaffairs of Maltese investment in Libya, presentgd b
Hon Charles Mangion and Hon Karmenu Vella

« Motion No 218 - Payment of parliamentary honordoaMinisters and Parliamentary Secretaries,
presented by Hon Joe Mizzi

« Motion No 222 - Judicial process in Gozo, presehteHon Justyne Caruana

+ Motion No 242 - Public transport reform, presetitgdHon Joseph Sammut

+ Motion No 253 — Introduction of a service chargedompanies operating in industrial zones, predente
by Hon Chris Cardona

« Motion No 260 — Proposals to review the judiciagter, presented by Hon Franco Debono

« Motion No 280 - Reforms in the justice and homaiedfsectors, presented by Hon José Herrera and Hon
Michael Falzon

« Motion No 206 - Private Members’ Bill - Civil Cod@&mendment) Bill - presented by Hon Jeffrey
Pullicino Orlando and Hon Evarist Bartolo

Other motions of significant importance presentadhg the course of 2011 were:

» Motion No 258 — Confidence in the Government, preesbby Hon Lawrence Gonzi, Prime Minister; and
» Motion No 276 — Filling of Malta’'s sixth seat atettturopean Parliament by Mr Joseph Cuschieri,
presented by Hon Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Miniataat Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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Papers Laid

In 2011, a total of 2,848 documents were laid enTthble of the House, 524 of which were legal Bstic
The majority of these documents were replies giegoarliamentary questions submitted by Members of
Parliament to the various Ministers.

A number of documents were tabled by the Speakkese documents included replies to parliamentary
guestions submitted to the Speaker, the AnnualeRRewaf the House of Representatives for 2010, and
reports received from the Office of the Ombudsnraihfeom the National Audit Office.

Divisions
Divisions called and taken in 2011 totalled 52.

The casting vote of the Deputy Chairman of Comesti@as required and cast on one occasion.
Rulings

In 2011, Members of the House called upon the Hogaker 14 times to give a ruling on various issues
arising during debates in plenary as well as ducimgmittee meetings. The rulings given by the Chai
were the following:

« Sitting No 315 — 16 FebruarRuling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a requessiddy Hon Joe Mizzi
in respect of the adjournment of the House

« Sitting No 315 — 16 FebruarRuling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a requessiddy Hon Joe Mizzi
in respect of a vote on the adjournment of the El@msl on the agenda for the following day’s sitbng
14 February 2011

« Sitting No 322- 7 March Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a breagtriagfege raised by Hon
Evarist Bartolo and Hon Jeffrey Pullicino Orlandmcerning telephone tapping

« Sitting No 322 -7 March- Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a pointrdéoraised by Hon Joe
Mizzi with regard to the parliamentary honorariadp@ Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries and
another point of order raised by the same Memberthen parliamentary/executive role of the
Parliamentary Assistants

« Sitting No 354 — 31 May Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker following arespondence received
from the Chairperson of the Public Accounts ConamritPAC) during Sitting 296 of 10 January 2011
concerning breaches of privilege raised by Hon iBivBartolo and Hon Austin Gatt during the meeting
No 29 of the PAC on 14 December 2010 concerningnaber of advertisements published in local papers
referring to the committee’s debate on the BWSQ@raon

+ Sitting No 357 — 2 JuneRuling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a pointrdeoraised by Hon Joe
Mizzi concerning the role of parliamentary assistamd their right to submit parliamentary question

« Sitting No 358 -2 June- Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a pointrdéoraised by Hon Gino
Cauchi on whether there existed a case of contehpe House, with regards to the implementation of
certain provisions of the Broadcasting (AmendmBititprior to the approval of the Act in Parliament

« Sitting No 358 -2 June- Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a pointrdéoraised by Hon David
Agius with regards to Parliament's right to discussotion on the transfer of government land falhaw
its approval by the National Audit Office Accour@@mmittee in accordance with Article 3(7) of the
Transfer of Government Land Act

« Sitting No 366 15 June- Ruling delivered by the Hon Speaker with regard fooint raised by Hon
Evarist Bartolo concerning the reply given by Hamid Fenech, Minister of Finance, the Economy and
Investment, to parliamentary question 26769 comugithe Bank of Valletta La Valette Property Fund
issue

+ Sitting No 389 — 5 OctoberRuling delivered by the Hon Deputy Speaker on atpufi order raised by
Hon Alfred Sant during same sitting, concerningviiéity of the Participation and Guarantees urtider
European Financial Stability Facility Act
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« Sitting No 390 — 10 OctoberRuling delivered by the Hon Deputy Speaker on atpaiorder raised by
Hon Alfred Sant in same sitting, with regard to fieliamentary procedure adopted in enacting the
Government Borrowing and Granting of Loans to tledlddic Republic Act and the Participation and
Guarantees under the European Financial Stakdlitijity Act

« Sitting No 399 — 31 OctobeRuling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a breagitidfege raised by the
Leader of the Opposition, Hon Joseph Muscat, dusiting 395 of 19 October 2011, concerning the
hacking of emails

« Sitting No 399 — 31 OctobeRuling delivered by the Hon Speaker on a breaghivfege raised by Hon
Joe Mizzi during Sitting 300 of 12 January 201haewning the alleged harassment by NET TV crew.

Parliamentary Whips

Parliamentary Whips are Members of Parliament aypgdiby each political party represented in the
House of Representatives to facilitate the contiobuof the parliamentary political group to pamtientary
business, so that it can proceed smoothly. Byevidf the nature of this role, both Whips are membé
the House Business Committee.

Another responsibility of the Parliamentary Whigsto ensure the regular presence in Parliament of
Members in their respective parliamentary groupeeisly when votes are taken and when divisions are
called.

Whips are also responsible for keeping Memberhéir respective parliamentary group supplied with
information about the business of the House, peptsmbers to serve on standing and select committee
and also nominate Members on delegations partiegpat meetings abroad.

Hon David Agius is the Government Whip whilst Hare Mizzi is the Opposition Whip.
Leader of the House

The Leader of the House features in the Standimlpr®r defined as being the Minister responsible for
Parliamentary Affairs. By virtue of this role, tiheader of the House is primarily responsible for t
arrangement of Government business in the Houskfansetting the parliamentary schedule of the
House together with the Government Whip and theoSiipn Whip during the meetings of the House
Business Committee, presided by Hon Speaker diithise.

STANDING COMMITTEES

The Standing Committees of the House, establislitbctive cooperation and approval of both sidefef t
House in 1995, are of particular relevance in thekings of the House of Representatives. The 8tgnd
Committees, which are an extension of the Hous#,itsave provided that professional touch by which
various issues are discussed.

The Standing Committees have furthermore introdwmecelement of consultation with civil society.
Technical experts and representatives from varayganisations are invited to discuss and contribute
through their expertise on particular subjects. revthan that, meetings of the Standing Committees a
open to the public and the media and are streaméioeoparliamentary website, thus facilitating aare
closer relationship between the people and theitexd representatives in Parliament.

Committees may submit recommendations to the Houss consideration.

The House has seven Standing Committees, namely,

» Standing Committee on House Business
» Standing Committee on Privileges
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« Standing Committee on Public Accounts

« Standing Committee on Foreign and European Affairs
+ Standing Committee on Social Affairs

« Standing Committee for Consideration of Bills

« Standing Committee for Family Affairs

The latter was set up following motion 213 presegititg HonCarmelo Abela, Hon Marie Louise Coleiro
Preca and Hon Justyne Caruana and approved mgS36i8 on 2 June 2011 at the height of the debate f
the introduction of divorce legislation in Maltayrthg which it became increasingly evident that the
family in Malta was facing a number of challenged difficulties for which assistance and means were
not always available.

The Environment and Development Planning Act (2@@a)p 504) and the Auditor General and National
Audit Office Act (1997) (Cap 396), provide for thetting up of the Standing Committee on Environment
and Development Planning and the National Auditcd®fAccounts Committee, respectively.

Standing Committee on House Business

The Standing Committee on House Business was sby wpay of Motion 9 of 12 May 2008 and is
composed as follows:

Chairperson Hon Michael Frendo, Speaker of the House of Reptatiges
Members Hon Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and MinistérForeign Affairs and Leader
of the House
Hon David Agius
Hon Frederick Azzopardi
Hon Angelo Farrugia
Hon Joe Mizzi

“120C (1) The Standing Committee on House Busisbsd have power to:

(a) distribute Bills and other business among thending Committees appointed in
accordance with the provisions of Standing Ordérs120A and 120B;

(b) (i) determine the number of sittings to be ##d for the consideration of a Bill by a
Standing Committee;

(ii) allocate business to each sitting of a Stagddommittee; and
(iii) determine the time when any business, if moeviously concluded, shall be
concluded by a Standing Committee; and

(c) consider all matters of procedure and busimdsthe House, and report its opinion
thereon to the House from time to time.

(2) A report of all resolutions carried by the Stamg Committee on House Business shall be
made to the House at the next sitting after a utisol is carried, immediately after Question
time, and shall be recorded in the Minutes of tleepedings of the House.

(3) (a) The Standing Committee on House Businball be constituted of the Leader of the
House, two members nominated by the Prime Miniated two members nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition.

(b) Three members in attendance shall constitgtgoaum.

(4) Substitute members shall also be appointegdch member of the Standing Committee on
House Business and the provisions of paragrapbf(@)anding Order 120B shall also apply.

(5) The Standing Committee on House Business beathaired by the Speaker who shall not
vote unless on any question the votes are equaligead], in which case he shall have and
exercise a casting vote.”

The principal task of this Committee is to orgatimebusiness of the House by distributing Billd ather
work to the other Standing Committees and the Hasablishing and scheduling the number of siting
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to be allocated to parliamentary debates and teidenother procedural issues. Correspondenceregcei
by the Speaker is also brought to the attentisgheoCommittee.

The Standing Committee on House Business was cedvEhtimes in 2011.

Besides procedural House Business, the Commitealacussed the following:

- The honoraria of Members of Parliament

- Witnesses appearing before the Public Accounts Giveem

- The role of national parliaments following the gritito force of the Lisbon Treaty with referencete
subsidiarity principle

- Approval of a reasoned opinion on CCCTB

- Video streaming of Committee meetings

- The appointment of a representative of the PartituofeMalta to the European Parliament and European
Institutions.

Standing Committee on Privileges

The Standing Committee on Privileges was set updyyof Motion 17 of 2 June 2008. It is composed as
follows:

Chairperson Hon Michael Frendo, Speaker of the House of Reptatiges
Members Hon Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and MinistdrForeign Affairs and Leader
of the House
Hon Owen Bonnici
Hon Angelo Farrugia
Hon Beppe Fenech Adami
Hon Francis Zammit Dimech

“120D (1) The Standing Committee on Privileges khalie power to consider cases referred to it by
the Speaker or by the House and to take such dasisind to make such recommendations as
provided in the Standing Orders and in the Hous&efresentatives (Privileges and Powers)
Ordinance or in any law from time to time substitgtthe said Ordinance;

(2) The Standing Committee shall be constitutedhef Leader of the House, two Members
nominated by the Prime Minister and two membersinatad by the Leader of the Opposition;

(3) The provisions of paragraphs (3), (4), and ¢5)Standing Order 120C shathutatis
mutandisapply to the Standing Committee on Privileges;

(4) The Standing Committee on Privileges shallhwitt prejudice to the provision of the
Standing Order 164, have power and authority torsamwitnesses and order the production of
documents before it. The Standing Committee owilPges may request the attendance of the
Attorney General or of his representative, who natso be authorised to participate in the
proceedings, but he shall in no case have a vetedh”

The Standing Committee on Privileges met twicedh12to discuss the following:

- Breach of privilege raised by the Parliamentaryr&@ary Hon Jason Azzopardi on 19 May 2010 against
‘One TV’ and ‘maltastar.com’ with regard to parlientary reports in connection with the privatisatibn
the Malta Dockyards. Ruling delivered by Mr Speakel12 July 2010

- Breach of privilege raised by the Hon Joe Mizzil8nMay 2010 on parliamentary procedure relating to
the taking of a vote during the committee stagewil.

Standing Commiittee on Public Accounts

The Standing Committee on Public Accounts was pebyuMotion 16 of 2 June 2008, amended by
Motion 51 and subsequently by Motion 185, and imposed as follows:
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Chairperson
Members

Hon Charles Mangion

Hon Robert Arrigo

Hon Evarist Bartolo

Hon Helena Dalli

Hon Tonio Fenech, Minister of Finance, the Econ@mng Investment

Hon Austin Gatt, Minister for Infrastructure, Tragmst and Communications
Hon Philip Mifsud

The Standing Committee on Public Accounts is chdiea Member nominated by the Opposition. This
follows the system adopted in the UK House of Comsno

Standing Order 120E outlines the powers and theposition of the Public Accounts Committee as

follows:

“120E. (1) The Standing Committee on Public Accewsttall have the power to:

(a) inquire into matters relating to public accaurgferred to it by the House, a Minister or
the Director of Audit;

(b) inquire into expenditures as is referred teubsection (3) of section 103 and section
104 of the Constitution;

(c) examine the accounts of statutory authorifieduding parastatal organisations, whose
accounts are presented to Parliament;

(d) request the Director of Audit to submit memataron any matter where a request for
such submission is made by at least three membéne tanding Committee;

(e) consider memoranda submitted by the Directokuafit, made upon a request made to
him in virtue of paragraph (d) hereof, or on hisnowitiative;

(f) examine reports, and related documents, madbeéPirector of Audit;

(g) report to the House on any accounts, reportdamuments referred in the previous
paragraphs hereof;

(h) report to the House on any change that it camsi desirable in the form of the
accounts, on the manner in which they are keptewanue or expenditure or the control of
money; and

(i) discuss Malta’s monetary policy and receiveartp thereon from the Governor of the
Central Bank of Malta.

(2) The Public Accounts Committee shall consishof more than seven members of whom
four shall constitute a quorum. The members stalthiosen so as fairly to represent the House
in general and the proportion of Government andd3ition members in particular;

(3) The provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4) oh8iag Order 120B shall apply to the Public
Accounts Committee;

(4) One of the members nominated by the Leadenefpposition and so designated by him
after consultation with the Leader of the Housellsha appointed Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee. The Chairman shall have agiral vote but shall not have a casting
vote.”

In 2011 the Public Accounts Committee met 11 tini@etails of the meetings are as follows:

11 January Report by the Auditor General on the Enemalta Gatfun Tender for Generating Capal

(GN/DPS 8/2006).

31 January Letter dated 11 January 2011 sent byHvarist Bartolo addressed to the Chairmanhef t

Public Affairs Committee concerning the EnemaltapBaation Tender for Generating Capa
(GN/DPS 8/2006) and the issue of BWSC.

Motion presented by HonAustin Gatt, Minister for Infrastructure, Transpogno
Communication concerning the Enemalta ©oation Tender for Generating Capal
(GN/DPS 8/2006), during Meeting No 30 held on Iiuday 2011.

Motion presented by HoRvarist Bartolo concerning the Enemalta Corporafi@emder fo
Generating Capacity (GN/DPS 8/2006) during Meeting30 held on 11 January 2011.
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21 February Two motions presented by Hon EvarigioReon 31 January 2011.

28 March Presentation by Douis Galea, Member of the European Court of Augjton the Annu
Report on the European Union Budget for 2009.
6 April Report by the Auditor General on the Pul#liccounts 2008 Ministry for Justice and Hon

Affairs - Local Councils.
Report by the Auditor General on the Public Accel2@09 - Office of the Prime Minister -
Local Councils.

18 May Performance Audit Report on Roadf&e Repairs on the Arterial and Distributor R
Network by the Auditor General.
15 June Report by the Auditor General on the Pétdmounts 2008 - Ministry for GozaGozo Gener;

Hospital - Operating Materials and Supplies (incigdinternal Audit ad Investigation
Directorate Report - September 2004); Home Helg/Garvice Scheme.

Report by the Auditor General on the Public Acceur#009 - Gozitan Studen
Accommodation Subsidy, Gozitan Students/Workersilylscheme.

12 October Report by the Auditor General concerning the Engm@brporation Tender for Generat
Capacity (GN/DPS 8/2006) - Discussion regardinghtezing of witnesses.

1 November Hearing of witnesses concerning the BflianCorporation Tender for Generating Capi
(GN/DPS 8/2006jcont.).

2 November |Hearing of witnesses concerning the Enemalta Catipor Tender for Generating Capa
(GN/DPS 8/2006fcont.)

15 November | Central Bank Monetary Policy.

Standing Commiittee on Foreign and European Affairs

The Standing Committee on Foreign and Europeariraffieas set up by Motion 18 of 2 June 2008 and is
composed as follows:

Chairperson Hon Francis Zammit Dimech
Members Hon Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Ministé=oreign Affairs
Hon Francis Agius
Hon Charld Bonnici
Hon Owen Bonnici
Hon Luciano Busuttil
Hon Leo Brincat
Hon Beppe Fenech Adami
Hon George Vella

In addition to Motion 18, Motions 50, 139 and 142aimine the current list of Committee Members, as
shown above.

“120F. (1) The Standing Committee on Foreign and Europ&éairs shall consist of not more than
nine members of whom five shall constitute a quardrhe members shall be chosen so as fairly
to represent the House in general and the propoofiésovernment and Opposition members in
particular:

Provided that the Government members appointeth@$tanding Committee shall include
the Minister for Foreign Affairs who shall have thight to participate and to vote:

Provided further that members of the European &adnt elected from Malta shall have
the right to participate in the work of the Starglibommittee but shall not have the right to vote
or to move motions and amendments.

(2) The Chairperson of the Committee shall be nominétedhe Leader of the House from

amongst the members representing the Governmeet pidvided that any member of the
Committee may, at any time, be appointed by thedleeaf the House to act as Chairperson in
case of the unavoidable absence of the Chairperson.

(3) The Standing Committee shall have the power to iapmelect sub-committees and to
delegate any of its functions to such sub-comnsttee
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Provided that the composition of any sub-commi#tppointed by the Standing Committee
shall be determined by the Standing Committee daidg to represent the House in general and
the proportion of Government and Opposition membepsrticular.

(4) Subject to what is stated in this Standing Ordwes,fdrovisions of paragraphs (3) and (4) of
Standing Order 120B shathutatis mutandispply to the Standing Committee on Foreign and
European Affairs.

(5) The Standing Committee on Foreign and Europeanir&ffahall have the following
functions:

(i) to deal with matters relating to foreign and EumpéJnion affairs which may be
referred to it by the House or by the Standing Cdtbe on House Business;

(i) in the context of European Union issues and meadoarde taken by the Council of
Ministers of the European Union, to scrutinise t3rown initiative:

(a) any proposals under the Community treaties forslagion by the Council or the
Council acting jointly with the European Parliament

(b) any document which is published for submissionhe European Council, the
Council or the European Central Bank;

(c) any proposal for a common strategy, a joint acttora common position under
Title V of the Treaty on European Union which igpared for submission to the
Council or to the European Council;

(d) any proposal for a common position, framework, sieci or a convention under
Title VI of the Treaty on European Union which ieepared for submission to the
Council;

(e) any document (not falling within (b), (c) or (d)@ke) which is published by one
Union institution and which does not relate exafali to the consideration of any
proposal for legislation; and

(f) any other document relating to European Union maéaced on the Table of the
House by any Minister; and

(i) to represent the House of RepresentativedMafta at the Conference of European
Affairs Committees (COSAC).”

During 2011 the Foreign and European Affairs Cornemitmet 13 times in plenary which included
meetings with HE Prof Jerzy Buzek, President oBhmpean Parliament, and Michel Barnier, European
Commissioner responsible for Internal Market andiSes.

The Committee also met with Dr Louis Galea, Mentdfg¢he European Court of Auditors, who presented
the ECA Annual Report on the European Union Bublge2009.

Details of the meetings held in 2011 are as follows

17 January Meeting with HE Janos Balla, Ambassadddungary to Malta, on the priorities of the
Hungarian Presidency of the EU for the period JgnieaJune 2011.
18 January Presentation by the Deputy Prime Mmigtel Minister of Foreign Affairs on (i) issues

discussed in recent Council Meetings on Foreign@Geeral Affairs; and (ii) the visit to the
Middle East in December 2010.

24 January Meeting with HE Prof Jerzy Buzek, Peadidf the European Parliament.

25 February Presentation by the Deputy Prime Minshd Minister of Foreign Affairs on (i) the sitioa
in the Arab World; and (ii) his visit in Tunisia.

28 March Presentation by Dr Louis Galea, MembethefEuropean Court of Auditors (ECA), on the
ECA Annual Report on the European Union BudgeP@fo.
11 April Meeting heldn cameraon (i) COSAC questionnaire on procedures and ipegctelevant ta

parliamentary scrutiny - Input of National Parliant®eand the European Parliament to the
implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy, the @&ldnomic governance and to the
elaboration of the Commission Work Programme 2@h8; (ii) scrutiny opipeline acquis.

Meeting with Dr Vanni Xuereb, Head of the Malta-E¥feering and Action Committe
10 May (MEUSAC), and meeting with Prof Peter G. Xuerebtl@ application of the principle ¢

= D
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subsidiarity in connection with the Council Direetion a Common Consolidated Corporgte
Tax Base (CCCTB) COM(2011)121.

2 June Presentation by the Hon Tonio Borg, DeptitpePMinister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
on developments in the Southern Mediterranean Keigiood.

12 July Presentation by Dr Gavin Barrett, Seniecturer and Director of Doctorial Studies at the
University of Dublin, on the evolving role of natial parliaments in the European Union legal
order.

30 November | Consideration of the following two i#give proposals with regard to the principle |of
subsidiarity: (i) Proposal for a Council Directven a Common System of Financjal
Transaction Tax (FTT) and amending Directive 20@8Z7 (COM(2011)594 final); and (i
Amended proposal for a Regulation of the Europeatidtent and of the Council amending
Council Regulation (EC) No 1290/2005 and CouncigiRation (EC) No 1234/2007 as
regards distribution of food products to the magirived persons in the Union (COM(2011)

634 final).

1 December Meeting with Michel Barnier, Europeasm@issioner responsible for Internal Market and
Services, focusing on (i) the agenda for finanefdrms; and (i) the Single Market Act

5 December Consideration of the following legigtaproposals with regard to the principle of sdlasity:

() Commission Proposal (COM(2011)634) proposal forRegulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council amending Council Reigun (EC) No 1290/2005 and Coungil
Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as regards distributibfood products to the most deprived
persons in the Union (cont.); and (i) a list of 28 legislative proposals.
9 December Presentation by Hon Tonio Borg, Depuiyie Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, gn
the situation in Libya and North Africa.

Subsidiarity

During 2011, the Standing Committee for Foreign Botbpean Affairs also considered 31 EU legislative
proposals with regard to the principles of subsigiand proportionality as laid down in Protocab ¥ of

the Lisbon Treaty. Acting on the recommendatidnthe Foreign and European Affairs Committee, the
House of Representatives has sent a reasonedropnibe Council, the Commission and the European
Parliament with regard to the (i) Proposal for ai@ml Directive on a Common Consolidated Corporate
Tax Base (CCCTB) (COM (2011)121); and (ii) Propdeak Council Directive on a Common System of

Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) and amending Divec2008/7/EC (COM (2011)594 final).

Informal Meetings

During 2011, Hon Francis Zammit Dimech, Chairmarihaf Foreign and European Affairs Committee,
held the following meetings:

+ 21 January- Meeting with Ambassador Vladimir Drobnjak, Chiefdééiator for the negotiations on the
accession of Croatia to the European Union anéwuhigassador of Croatia to Malta on the final staijes
Croatia’s journey towards EU membership

+ 17February — Meeting with a delegation from the Migisf Foreign Affairs and European Integration of
Montenegro which was on a TAIEX Study Visit on Eléibership Negotiations

« 18February — Meeting with HE Vagqif Ismayil Oglu Saalig non-resident Ambassador of Azerbaijan to
Malta, on bilateral relations and the situatiothi; Caucasus region

» 25 November — Meeting with HE L M A Hosseini, n@sident Ambassador of Iran to Malta, and Mr Ali
Piri, Minister Counsellor (Political Affairs) in ¢hiranian Embassy in Rome, on the role of Parlidgrian
enhancing bilateral relations and the reports efltiernational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on the
nuclear programme of Iran.

Sub-Commiittees

In accordance with paragraph 3 of Standing OrdeF L#dur Working Groups were set up in 2008:
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Working Group 1

Chairperson Hon Francis Zammit Dimech
Members Hon Luciano Busuittil
Hon Jean Pierre Farrugia
Hon Beppe Fenech Adami
Hon George Vella

The objective of this Working Group is to analyise EUpipeline acquisn preliminary scrutiny, that is,

to identify those documents of political or legajpiortance and to reach a decision on whether iaydart
document should be cleared without reserve orregfefor debate at the plenary of the Foreign and
European Affairs Committee, Working Group 2, Wodk{aroup 3, Working Group 4 or the Social Affairs
Committee.

Working Group 2

Chairperson Hon Jean Pierre Farrugia
Members Minister responsible for thecquis
Hon Francis Agius
Hon Roderick Galdes
Hon Gavin Gulia
Memberad hocfrom Government
Memberad hocfrom Opposition

Working Group 2 addresses issues related to ecenand monetary affairs, taxation, transport and
energy, budget, internal market and customs union.

Working Group 3
Chairperson Hon Charld Bonnici
Members Minister responsible for thecquis

Hon Joseph Falzon

Hon Noel Farrugia

Hon Joseph Sammut

Memberad hocfrom Government
Memberad hocfrom Opposition

The areas of competence of Working Group 3 incheigth, development and humanitarian aid, rural
development, agriculture and fisheries, and justi@ehome affairs.

Working Group 4

Chairperson Hon Beppe Fenech Adami
Members Minister responsible for thecquis
Hon Chris Agius

Hon Evarist Bartolo

Hon Francis Zammit Dimech
Memberad hocfrom Government
Memberad hocfrom Opposition

The areas of competence of Working Group 4 inclieearch, employment and culture, consumer
protection, environment and regional policy.

The Foreign and European Affairs Committee, in &grand through its Working Groups, also has the
power to scrutinise on its own initiative legislatiproposals or documents that originate from Eeaop
Union institutions and measures to be taken bthancil of Ministers.
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Meetings of the Working Groups

Working Group 1 held six sessions during 2011 tatsgse 256 legislative and non-legislative praies
including reports, staff working documents, Greapd?s and White Papers. Of these documents, 236
were cleared by Working Group 1; seven were redetweand cleared by the plenary of the Foreign and
European Affairs Committee and 13 documents weleresl to the ministries concerned for further
information.

Standing Committee on Social Affairs

The Standing Committee on Social Affairs was sebylotion 19 of 2 June 2008 and is composed as
follows:

Chairperson Hon Edwin Vassallo
Members Hon Frederick Azzopardi
Hon Justyne Caruana
Hon Michael Farrugia
Hon Michael Gonzi
Hon Stephen Spiteri
Hon Anthony Zammit

In addition to Motion 19, Motions 53, 71 and 211edmined the current list of Committee Members, as
shown above.

Standing Order 120G states that:

“120G. (1) The Committee for Social Affairs shall dealtlwiall matters relating to social policy,
including social assistance and family matters,ciwvhiay be referred to it by the House or by
the Standing Committee on House Business.

(2) The provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3) oih8iag Order 120E shaihutatis mutandis
apply to the Social Affairs Committee.”

The Social Affairs Committee met 28 times during 20during which various subjects concerning family
issues and other socially related matters wereissscl.

After several meetings dedicated to the elderlthan Maltese community, the Committee finalised and
published the repo#t ‘The Family and the Elderly’. This was the sevasftort compiled by the Social
Affairs Committee in the T1Legislature. It was drawn up to highlight thelitgaf the elderly in Malta
and Gozo and to recommend a better way forwarthéoMaltese family and the elderly.

Following the appointment of members in the Coufail the Voluntary Sector, the Social Affairs
Committee held a number of meetings in 2011 taudsthe voluntary sector. The members of the Bocia
Affairs Committee were given presentations by th#ic® of the Commissioner of Voluntary
Organisations and by the Council for the Voluntégctor, followed by discussions with the
representatives of both entities.

The issue of disability was discussed with diffeitakeholders. A presentation was given withneega
Dar il-Kaptan and the services offered to disabled persons. Hdheation Department also gave a
presentation, outlining the policies used in teagliisabled students. The subject of disability fuather
explored through a meeting with the Torball BlindsAciation. At the end of 2011, the Social Affairs
Committee visited thé®ar tal-Providenzawhere it met with the residents and staff. Then@ittee
members held discussions with the management &r ¢oddiscuss the difficulties that are encountered
and recommendations that can be proposed in tlogt iyt will be drawn up by the Committee on the
subject of disability.

Annual Reports of Government Departments ~ 201 | House of Representatives



The National Curriculum Framework 2011 was anotissue that featured on the Social Affairs
Committee’s agenda. A number of presentations gigem by the Directorate for Quality and Standards
in Education and lengthy discussions followed thmesentations.

The Social Affairs Committee held a number of nmggtion the protection of human life from conception
A number of informative documents were presentetiécCommittee and lengthy discussions were held
with the members of the ‘Professionals against EmbBireezing’ and various other professionals in the
field. Other groups present for these discussinciaded ‘Gift of Life and Helping Couples Overcome
Infertility’ and the ‘Loss of a Pregnancy or Stillim Baby'.

The ad hocCommittee set up in 2011 to discuss the influxreigular immigrants to Malta, continued
discussing the subject of irregular immigrationheTMinister of Justice and Home Affairs updated the
Members on the prevailing situation and the Exgeullirector of the European Asylum Support Office
gave a presentation on the setup and the work loeimigd out by the European Union and the EASO on
the issues of irregular immigration. A report te issue of Irregular Immigration in the EU waoals
presented by the Maltese Delegation to the Partitange Assembly of the Council of Europe.

At the end of 2011, the Social Affairs Committeédhmaeetings on the issue of students’ school umigor
and youth behaviour in Paceville. A number of infal meetings were held between the Chairman of the
Committee and each of the various stakeholdersivedon both subjects with the aim of finding a
suitable way forward. The Chairman also visitegillennium Chapel, where he had a meeting wigh th
residents of Paceville to get their views on theresu situation in Paceville. These two subjeciis w
continue being discussed and a report will be dnapvduring 2012.

Details of the meetings held in 2011 are as follows

18 January SWOT analysis of the works at the Officthe Commissioner for Voluntary Organisations.
Presentation by the Commissioner Prof Kenneth Wain

19 January Presentation by members of the Maltacildar the Voluntary Sector

25 January SWOT analysis of the works at the ©ffitthe Commissioner for Voluntary Organisations.
Presentation by the Commissioner Prof Kenneth \(¢aint.)

26 January Presentation by members of the Maltacildar the Voluntary Sector (cont.)

1 February Discussion to approve the Seventh Reptte Social Affairs Committee entitled ‘The F&m
and the Elderly’

8 February Presentation by Mr Joseph Gerada (Adtrator) and Ms Antonella Agius Micallef (Funding
PR Executive) aDar il-Kaptan

22 February Discussion with members of the ‘Pradesds Against Embryo Freezing' on the subject of
protecting human life from conception

23 February Presentation by the Education Depattnegarding policies used in teaching students with
disability

29 March Presentation by Dr Charles Azzopardi erstibject of Upbringing of children in our families
Towards a better way

5 April Discussion with members of the ‘Professisnagainst Embryo Freezing’ on the subject|of
protecting human life from conception (cont.)

11 May Presentation by Prof Mark Brincat on thejextbof best medical practice in connection with
embryo freezing

17 May Discussion to approve the Seventh RepdheoSocial Affairs Committee entitled ‘The Family
and the Elderly’ (cont.)

24 May Discussion to approve the Seventh RepdheoSocial Affairs Committee entitled ‘The Family
and the Elderly’ (cont.)

8 June Discussion with members of the ‘ProfesstoAglainst Embryo Freezing' on the subject| of
protecting human life from conception (cont.)

14 June Discussion to approve the Seventh Reptit @ocial Affairs Committee entitled ‘The Famjly
and the Elderly’ (cont.)

21 June Discussion to approve the Seventh Reptit @ocial Affairs Committee entitled ‘The Famjly
and the Elderly’ (cont.)
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28 June 1. Presentation of the Fifth Report of Soeial Affairs Committee entitled ‘Safeguardipg
Children's Rights and Interests - ProceedingsenFdmily Court’ to members of the political
parties represented in Parliament

2. Presentation by Can Rev Mario Cassar with reigattte situation of the elderly in Gozo

7 July Discussion with the Maltese Delegation ie tarliamentary Assembly of the Council |of
Europe on irregular immigration

11 July Presentation by Prof Grace Grima, DireGteneral, Quality and Standard in Education on|the
National Curriculum Framework 2011

11 October 1. Meeting with the Torball Blind Assimn
2. Discussion on youth behaviour in Paceville

12 October Report by the Malta Competition and Goves Affairs Authority on students’ schopl
uniforms. Discussion with Dr Sylvann Aquilina Zahr

17 October Discussion on youth behaviour in Paesidbnt.)

18 October National Curriculum Framework 2011. sBntation by Prof Grace Grima, Director General,
Quality and Standard in Education (cont.)

19 October Presentation by the Education Departmegyarding policies used in teaching students with

disability (cont.)

1 November Presentation by legal officials from Eaamily Court, Dr Alexia Aquilina, Assistant Regst
in the Civil Courts and Tribunal, Mrs Carmen Bdbgputy in the Family Court and Dr Katya
Vassallo regarding the problems and difficultiesttimarried persons going through| a
separation encounter

8 November Irregular Immigration - Report by thenldier of Justice and Home Affairs
9 November Presentation by the Department of Educand the Department of Health on the subjeqt of
sexual health education
22 November Irregular Immigration. Presentation Ny Robert Visser, Executive Director, ‘Europepn
Asylum Support Office’ (EASO).

Standing Committee for the Consideration of Bills

The Standing Committee for the Consideration dsBvas set up by Motion 20 of 2 June 2008, amended
by Motion 146 of 6 May 2010, and is composed devid:

Chairperson Hon Francis Agius
Members Seven Members: four Government Members includirg @hairperson, and three
Opposition Members appointed according to the Biller discussion

The principal task of the Committee for the Consitien of Bills is to consider Bills referred tohiy the
House after the conclusion of the debate in theor@kdReading stage or by the House Business
Committee. The work of the Committee is reguldte&tanding Order 120B:

“120B. (1) In addition to the Standing Committeisseld in Standing Order 120A, the House may, on
motion made after notice, appoint such Standing @iitee as may be necessary for the
consideration of Bills or other business committadreferred by the House to a Standing
Committee.

(2) A motion as is referred to in paragraph (1)hi$ Standing Order shall:

(a) fix the number of members to serve on the Stan€ommittee which is to be so
composed in such manner as appears practicableetblduse as fairly to represent the
House in general and the proportion of Governmedt@pposition members in the House
in particular; and

(b) name the Chairman who shall preside the Stgn@ommittee.

(3) Each side of the House shall nominate the mesibepresenting it on a Standing

Committee, and shall also nominate alternate mesnfmer any members so appointed. The
members and alternate members representing theri@ogat side shall be nominated by the
Leader of the House while the members and altemat®bers representing the Opposition side
shall be nominated by the Leader of the Oppositibimee name of members and alternate
members so nominated and appointed by the Houdklshaecorded in the Minutes of the

sitting.
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(4) Each side of the House may substitute any membalternate member nominated by it in
accordance with paragraph (3) hereof to represemt a Standing Committee. Such substitution
shall only have effect after the Speaker is ndtiftberewith. The Speaker shall, at the first
available opportunity, notify the House, or, if tHeuse is in recess, the Standing Committee on
House Business.

(5) Government Bills referred to a Standing Comeeitshall have precedence over the other
business of the Standing Committee and shall uniéserwise ordered by the House, be
considered in such order as the Standing Comnittdéouse Business may determine.”

The Standing Committee for the Consideration olsBitet 40 times in 2011. Twenty-two Bills were
discussed, approved and referred back to the HouSéird Reading.

Details of the meetings held in 2011 are as follows

9 February Building Regulation Bill — Bill No 60

15 February | Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Archivesl #rofession) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 71
Land (Various Laws) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 68

21 February | Malta Competition and Consumers Affairhority Bill — Bill No 66

23 February | Building Regulation Bill — Bill No 50

28 February | Land (Various Laws) (Amendment) BB No 68

Banking (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 70

1 March Budget Measures Implementation Bill — Ritl 61
Land (Various Laws) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 68
2 March Budget Measures Implementation Bill — Ritl 61
7 March Budget Measures Implementation Bill — Ritl 61
9 March Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Auty Bill — Bill No 66

15 March Malta Competition and Consumer Affairsiarity Bill — Bill No 66
21 March Various Laws (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 67

22 March Malta Competition and Consumer Affairsharity Bill — Bill No 66
23 March Malta Competition and Consumer Affairsiarity Bill — Bill No 66
29 March Malta Competition and Consumer Affairsiarity Bill — Bill No 66

5 April Various Laws (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 67
11 April Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Aatity Bill — Bill No 66
2 May Malta Libraries Bill — Bill No 69
20 May Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 75
23 May Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 75
30 May Communications Law (Amendment) Bill — BilbN'4
6 June Various Financial Services Laws (Amendniitity- Bill No 79
8 June Building Regulation Bill — Bill No 50
10 June Various Financial Services Laws (Amendni&itity- Bill No 79
13 June Small Business Bill — Bill No 76
13 July Gaming and Lotteries (Amendment) Bill 4 Bib 77
Civil Code (Amendment No 2) Bill — Divorce Bill —lBNo 80
14 July Civil Code (Amendment No 2) Bill — DivorBdl — Bill No 80
18 July Civil Code (Amendment No 2) Bill — DivorBdl — Bill No 80
19 July Civil Code (Amendment No 2) Bill — DivorBdl — Bill No 80
Trading Licences (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 81
20 July Retirement Pensions Bill — Bill No 72
25 July Civil Code (Amendment No 2) Bill — DivorBdl — Bill No 80

7 November | Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Archives &ofession) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 83
8 November | Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Archives &ofession) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 83
15 November| Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Archivesl &rofession) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 83
Restorative Justice Bill — Bill No 73

22 November| Council for Maltese Living Abroad BilBill No 89

Protection of Minors (Registration) Bill — Bill Né2

23 November| Commissioner for Revenue Bill — Bill 8®

29 November| Various Laws (Notarial Acts, Archives @rofession) (Amendment) Bill — Bill No 83
9 December | Private Guards and Local Wardens (Ament)rBill — Bill No 88
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Standing Committee on Family Affairs

The Standing Committee on Family Affairs was sebyfMotion 213 of 2 June 2011 and is composed as
follows:

Chairperson Hon Jean Pierre Farrugia
Members Hon Charlo Bonnici
Hon Justyne Caruana
Hon Marie Louise Coleiro Preca
Hon Jesmond Mugliett

The principal task of the Committee on Family Affais to discuss matters and legislation related to
family affairs. The work of the Committee is regpald by Standing Order 120H:

“120H. (1) The Standing Committee on Family Affastzall deal with all matters relating to the family
including the appraisal, analysis and monitoringca